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iazetfeSuppi emenf, AnHawaiian
Taxation.

Eurroa Gutm : As oar method of assessment

and collection of taxes, is more defective than it
osgbt. or need to be, cTen under the present laws,

I beg present some thoughts upon the subject
cm fit the risk of repeating what I hare before
wud ; ome of the defects cannot bo remedied with-

out legislntioa or the action of the Supreme Court,

bat others can and (should be ; they were intro--

dnced without lepislntion, in their uorking they
t turn been found to contravene both the Constita- -

Una and laws, and if bo, they should not be

cuntinned.
A ConsUtntion is defined to be, "a system of
fBDdamexM rale, prinoinlt", nd ordinances

" the Government of a State or .Nation. In frtt
" !. the Oonstitntion is pnraraonnt to the

statutes or laws enacted by the Legislature,

' limuinc and controlling it power. In the
' L' ntted States the Iegiriature is created, and its

v.vt fltesiiTTintMl lir tliA rVinRiitntian. It fol
low that any lav. which in practice, is found to be
incouMsteat with any imucipie of the Couatilntiou

utohI, end is declared so liytbc conrt,on occa-S)-

or nullified by legislation. It also follows

that any law admitting of two interpretations or
ouustroctnms, oneol wludi, m practice wonldbo
rxxmsistent with any principle of the Constitution

mnsil interpreted so as Hot to conflict with it
Dow the principles of the Constitution demand

njnabty in tiie distribution of the puWic cliaicd,
that nil fcboeld be taied alike to meet them. If
therefore any role or law is found, in its applica-tr-

to operate unequally upon one more than
auuUur. then if a title, not imposed by liw, it
fiUooM be abrogated, and if a la?, it should bu
ivtuedied at the rliet.t possible moment by re-

read, or the court. The wrong has n remedy, and
li tbouldbejipiJiednttheearliestreoment. tieRi-lator- s

are fallible and in making laws do not al-

ways e just what their oinitiou will be ; neither
do executive officers empuweied bylaw to make
rules within the law, always seethe beannRthey
may hiiTc in their application to existing laws.

ow the rule bv which debts dno to foreign
credit ts cannot be deducted, like debts due in the
lvmcd' im. from the returns made of property to be
taxed, was made to meet a fpecific class ot cases,
and when applied to another class did great in-

justice, bv bringing nponthc a double
or three-fol- d tax, and in the very natnre of its ap--

might bring a much heavier one still,
rJicaU'Hi. if as a general rule, has no fixed
limit, and should never be applied, as a gtmivl
rule. A note worth $10,000, but w ith a high credit
might botTnw for IJ $ttl,UX the latter might

the whole invaluable improvements and bo
Uixnl upon 950,000, whilst A WJUld also be taxed
nnder this rule on that sum besides his 10,000

but in eases like those, whose Hupposed existence
g.ivcnscto the rule in 18G7, lo ml tot sleeks, of
piods bought on credit and receiving Government
iw.itecuon like all others, it would fine to the
tr, asury only its just dues for that protection.

JTie property tax first imposed was li of 1 per
cent, '.hen '. The practice then was to assess as
nropertv, every species usually so designated as well
as all solvent debts, whether of book, note or
mortgage but allow the nsbcHsed party to deduct
t rum the aggregate, all debt, due from him to others
the balance remaining, being the sum of nil his

to be assessed, 'lue rule of 18G7, was
aihipied to cover cases of the kind above men-- ti

ned But whilst this method of assessment did
essential justice to the tax payers and Government

-- the assesiwre complained that the mortgages
held in Honolulu, the deduction of the

mortgaged estate, left to U..111 the work of assess-
ment, but gae to tin. Honolulu assessor the

which should be theirs, and the coui-lilHi-

seemed to be just The law ot 187C was
to remedv, this Bceming wrong or inequality.

It made all real estate assessable in the district
where situated irrespective of . .iy lucumbmuoe
winch there might be upon it and the word niort-ca-

was dropped from the definition of property
and unsecured debts" subsUluted in Its place,
t ro: JoHblr tjmlni, of the same proierty. ior,
if the estate must be taxed m its district, then to
tax th mortgage also whose only value lay in the

.ndiuonal and preferred title it gavo to the estate,
w mid be a double taxation of the same property.
I uder the former practise of deducting the morte-

m . the estate paid taxes only on such portion as
nmaiued. fter the mortgage and all Oebts were
d. ducted, the mortgage pajiuglko rest, fins is
accortiing to the law just passed m the btato of
MassachuseltB. It is the guieral practice now in
California under the new Constitution. Money is
quoted la the papers of y. - Maury fur mi-,,.,- ?,

h nlf rrtalf, f " tliritnutrgmiraHtrril
V .',, . ? rami Ivta lotht tvnvmr.
'tins and the new Massachusetts law corrts-poud- s

exact! with the former practice here. In both

cvs the tax is paid by the lender, but who shall
vlunmtcly boar it. usually depends on private

between the parties, that is, if the es--t
le imid the tsxt instead of the mortgage It w ould

ihv Vo much less intern,!, and vice versa lhe
vractice bore, before the law of 170, and the prob--i

.t practice of California and the recent law of
Mnwmchubetts is Hmjiler than the practice here

ltTG. Whilst the former prac-

tice did ample justice to the government, there was

1,8 liability cf injustice to e. Under

the law of lt76, the tax-pay- is not required to re-

turn rnrrtl Wrfc, as proirty, for the reason that
the property, upon the debt secured, being gen-

erally real estate w rrqmttd, by the bame law, to
pay t'ie taxes. This was intended to present
u,blf taxation by the payment on both the prop-

erty and the security, and whilst it has done so in
Mecihc oases, in others, more numerous, the law
nrohit.iung the deduction of anything from lira

.rf, ralirt, for debts due by the owner, has tm-- a

old iblv It to doxtJr tiuntion, contrary to tho

mlemion of the law, and in violation of tho equity
clans, of the consUtulion. The deducUon of uebts
from ibe invenlorj- - of property is allowed to the
amount of the value of the pergonal property, but
i' the debt exceed this amount, nothing can bo

d. ducted from the value of real estate as an offset,

but dible taxaUon. under this law, is a necessary

result for just what the debts exceed tho personal
property, tor example. A. has real estate valued at
i tax 00 and personal property valued at fc.i,U0O.

He oeslk ?U00U.but has PgSg""?"";
nust return his Kw-iTr-

his real estate at $1U0 00p. and ks personal

iwoni rtv at 26,000-- but he deducts from his debt
KjiOinihe value of Ins proiierty but can
Sot'd. duct g from the real ostato value, he
tiierti re pavs on tfllXUWJ and H. pJj"s on orsjSSO,-- w

I'noV to 18tlA.would litno deducted
wh..li debt of SSO.UuO, and iid tax upon $75,0y
wlulfct H. as now pays on uis $50,0tw-- at present

$25,000. In the abovetiiere is double payment on
cise a law. which cannot be executed, without a
violation of the principles of the constitution mm

be unconstitutional --but although this is self evi-

dent, and although,. u kttmrn to have nnjusUy

a ad unconstitutionally wronged individual tax-- i
wversof thonsands of dollars, it cannot be set aside

wiihont a decision of the court or legislation, but
must still be executed-contmu- ing the infliction

Isut the mlt inof its wrong on individuals. so,
debts. Thatisuottbe creaturer Jen nee tofomgn

.' Uu- - law or the constitution, but m its operation
adverse to the latter, and the ranter, that created

ii should annul or modify it, so that it w ould cease

to do the indmdai.1 wrong, which it has done, nor,

when the wrong . iw-- r, is it a stulicieut Teasou
for itv continuanef. and the continued wiong done,
,. . r . U . to individuals that 1U abro-iraU-

may. by the fraud feared from individuals,
idiBg Biieles to the government. Is the lair
that some toss may accrue to the treasury, from
disbon4y or persons a reason why tho govern-

ment niav continue to penetrate n Iikxch vrroiig
nroo innocent persona iu contrattnUon of the
pnntiplesof the coustituuon. by which it . w

If the treasury ebould tuffer all the pos-fctb-

'oss,whichitfearafrom individual dnJiuuwsty

Itiere isrtotaimtaibiUty that it would equal 111

aaiouat the loss which individuals lune Miffcicd,

trom the nnconstitntional operation or this mle,
and X cannot feel that it is not as wrong for the
covernment to defraud individuals as it is for in-

dividuals to defraud the government- - This rolo
Kbouid be altered or modified u tmre, and the law
fchotld be amended or set aside, as soon as possible.

The simplest and best law is to tax property
wherever fonna, to the prwon in posses--ion-, as in-

troduced into the liegistature of ltxM, by Mr. Pres-

ton and the next simplest, is to restore the practice
as it was prior to 1676. and if need be, bo to amend

the law as to conform it to the practice.
(VrTii Mt$ leaves nil rtrwvd rfrf out of

. . -- . tn. rntnrftM. Xllinntlt IimitA- -we uhoi w"'.-- '""-r:- . ;. ,.
ton or excepuon, auu uw iuii'in" ."
ranmd which, if carried out, would result in tmUs

lamtioti, for this is not only self evidently con-
trary to the constitution, but has been declared to
be so by the Supreme Court.

The principles here discussed are so plain and
simple, as to be to every ordinary mind,
and as prompt action upon them, as the circum-
stances will permit, will soon restore Ibis branch
of the public service to tho satisfactory condition
in which it was practically, prior to the law of 1870,
first enforced in 1877. S.N. Castle.

HAWAIIAN TRANSLATIONS.
ITXIIEUSIGXED ISTIIE to traiiflite, with accuracy acd dispatch,

and on reatonablc terms.

Deeds, Leases. &c &&,
rrom Kngllph tn Hawaiian, and n're rerta. Repldenec.
J.'o 47 Emma ttwl. My be found at the Government
Law Library dally from 'J:X to 12 o'clock.

Sfc lm II. I.. SHELDON'.
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3E3C sl ocr aiianBELL
TELEPHONE COMPANY !

IM'llltl'OnATED 1IEC 30, I8S0.
H. A. tYlfeEMAXS ritrorsT
S. WILDER.
C. O. SicEETiar jLxuTsinjcutn

Anc sow rixi:rARi:n to hem, okWn to pnbllc for private ocly.com-plet- c

ontflts of Telephonic Instnimer.ts of the latet
pattern inclndinq thecelelirated make Tranf mltter.'

We will alfo fnnilth erect private Tele-
phonic lines lhe other Islands. Kor partlculara,
apply to C. O. BEItGEK.

bIJ Sec'y Hawaiian Bell Telephone Co.

LIME'!
TTXZjJKTVXE "AVRESTIjEII" ArillTi
lL 21. 1681. For tale by 31 CO

AT

Corner of Kort and Hotel Streets.

850

Wcbcr Pianos, Decker Pianos, Fisher Pianos, Mathcslicik Pianos
-- AND-

ESTreirsr American Piano
Wo can and WILL SELL MUCH CHEAPER tlran anj ono can buy (lie eamo inslrninent in

San Francisco. Wo keep constantly in slock most of llic LEADING LINES, anil POSITIVELY
ASSERT lliat wo will sell j'ou a Piano so that yon will SAVE from 50 to S150 by purcli.is-iti- g

of If you liavo a Poor, Cheap, or Old Worn Out Piano, nail tliis

EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !

oxr:D sijairos t&idjej rTE3"7"i
KHfETY DAYS OFFER ONLY.

Wo will during tlic ncit nincly days EXCHANGE NEW PIANOS FOR OLD PIANOS!
and ullnw much more than Ihcy arc worth lor tlicm, while wo will sell (he new piano

AT THE VERY LOWEST GASH PBICE.
OGKAWS.

Wc offer Mason & Hamlin's well-kno- and justly celebrated make nt SI 00 to Tho
Estcy Organ, it will bo almost unnecessary lo speak of, as all lovers of orp.in music aro so well
aware of its excellence. This grand instrument wo oflcr for 8125 up lo $350.

Wo further add a list cf Musical Instruments, with the lowest quotation of prices, and wo
will guarantee lo carry out our customers' orders with caro, taste and judgment, and with (lio
Eamc tcjjaid lo economy as if they were present.

MUSIC-AI- , nSTSTETJMEISrTS.
Guitars S12 00 to $75 00 Drums S 1 to $35 00
Banjo 10 00 to 50 00

Violins 5 00 to 30 00
3 00 to 30 00

Accoideons 1 00 to 18 UO

Flutes 2 50 to 15 00
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00
Tambourines 1 00 lo 5 00
Cornets 15 03 lo CO 00
Clarionets 25 00 to 50 00
Fifes 1 50 In 2 00
Triangles , 1 20 to 2 00

VIOLIN ATTACHMENTS :

Violin Rows, Boxes, Resin, Keys, Bridges, Finger Boards, Tail Pieces, Mil tee, and tho Finest
Imported Strings.

GUITiTt AND BANJO ATTACHMENTS :

Patent Screw Heads, Keys, Pegs, and the Finest Imported Strings.
Reeds for Clarionets, Drum, Tambourine and Banjo Heads.

Pianos, Organs, and all kinds of Musical Instruments
Tuned and Repaired by a First-Cla- es Workman.

TM NEW AMERICAN SEWLti MkmM
(Recently improved) stands on its own merits. More than $15,000 worth of these machines

have liccn sold here within the past thrco years. For family use they tiro unsurpassed.

A FULL LINE OF

FIRST CLASS TJFL1XXTTJEUE:
CONSTANTLY ON HAND,

Viid :it, G-rojtl.I- I8.eciii.octl XWocj !

llavius purchased thcpe Gmnls at EXTRAORDINARILY LOW FIGURES for spot cash,
wo give our eiiMiuncrs tho lem fit.

C& FURNITURE PARLORS al 10i Fort Strccl. MUSIC STORE and SALES ROOM,
GG and OS Fott Street.

3713. neatest Ty iia. m 33.!
Wo arc soon lo receive a large invoico of the

SPRINGFIELD SEWING MACHINE!
This is tho most important of all the wondcrfnl achievements' of mechanical invcnlionsto

any one who has nnv sewing to do, for tho following reasons : The Springfield Sewing Machino

is made up of the good points of many nmchiucf combined in one.
Oiders from the other Islands filled with dispatch. S.CEO. F. WELLS.
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